
 

Welcome to the final half term in year 6; I can’t believe that it has gone so quickly! I hope that you are 

all feeling refreshed and rested after the half term and that the children are ready to go out with a bang 

with all the exciting activities and learning opportunities we have in store for them!  

Our learning challenge topic, the Ancient Islamic Civilisation, continues 

this half term with the class exploring the legacy of the period as well as 

investigating the effect the silk road had in spreading the teachings of the 

scholars in the House of Wisdom.  We will also look at the spread of Islam 

during this period and compare it to the spread of Christianity from the old 

Roman Empire. Alongside our topic, we will continue to enjoy the Saviour 

Pirotta story, the Golden Horsemen of Baghdad, which really brings the Baghdad of 900AD to life with its 

exciting adventures and interesting historical links. In addition to the historical learning of the unit, 

children will be encouraged to think about how to hook the readers attention through a fine balance of 

fact and visual effects such as illustrations, diagrams and other devices to tease the readers’ interest. 

Throughout the year we have encouraged the class to think critically about the types of source that 

they use in their research in order to prepare them for their studies in Key Stage 3 and our final half term is 

no exception. We aim to sow the seeds of future historians and geographers by helping them navigate 

the huge amount of information available online. 

In science we will be completing our final unit of the year about 

electricity. We have already planned and conducted our initial 

experiments and we will review our results and adjust our approach to 

ensure it meets fair test criteria, answers the questions we set out to test 

and is written up in an appropriately scientific manner. This will prepare 

each child for their transition to Key Stage 3 science in September. 

The RE we are completing our final main topic, “why do people go on pilgrimage” by debating the twin 

points of why do others and would we go on pilgrimage. The debates have already revealed a deep 

understanding of the topic. Once this is complete, we spend the last few weeks conducting small group 

research into different aspects of religion and reporting back to the rest of the class. 

This half term our work in English is based on the hard hitting text ‘Boy 87’ by Elle 

Fountain. Each child has been gifted a copy of the text, with a beautiful inscription, 

by the Bradford local authority in recognition of how well they have coped with a 

very challenging year. The class already love the text and are overflowing with 

theories and predictions about how the story will develop. This will be a three week 

unit and our final three weeks will be spent reviewing and improving key pieces of 

writing completed earlier in the year to ensure they are the best they can be. The 

class are rightly proud of their writing during year 6; it is powerful stuff! 

In maths we are flying through our final units of measurement, ratio and shape while ensuring that our 

basic skills are still top notch and that any misconceptions are ironed our through practice and with 

ample support. The class have worked so hard developing their understanding and confidence this 

year, they will deserve a rest by summer! 

As if that wasn’t enough to pack in, we are also preparing for our staycation residential next week (info 

to follow shortly), our year 6 performance (lots of humour and some fantastic tunes), treat day, staff vs 

students rounders match and much more. As always if you have any concerns or queries please get in 

touch. Kind Regards,  

Mr Lacey 


