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Curriculum Intent 
What do we want to achieve with our Art curriculum? 

 

At East Morton CE Primary, we believe that high-quality Art lessons should inspire and broaden the horizons of our learners and allow 

them to achieve their full creative potential. Our learners will be encouraged to develop both creatively and spiritually, supporting 

their positive mental health and wellbeing. Our Art curriculum, which is closely aligned to the National Curriculum, provides learners 

with the opportunity to access a carefully sequenced learning journey which weaves together the necessary knowledge, skills and 

understanding through our broad and balanced curriculum. Learners will develop the skills of drawing, painting, printing, sculpture, 

creating art with nature and digital art, and are given the opportunity to explore and evaluate different creative ideas. Learners will 

be introduced to a range of famous artists throughout their topics and will be given the opportunity to evaluate their work and then 

at the end point of the unit, create pieces in their own style which are influenced by the artist. We nurture learner’s spirituality and 

individuality, allowing all children to express themselves freely. The skills they acquire will also be applied to their cross-curricular 

topics, allowing learners to use their art skills to create a piece linked to a History or Geography topic throughout the year.  

 

All learners at East Morton CE Primary take part in all aspects of our curriculum; our Art and Design curriculum aims to make a 

difference in each learner’s life by providing opportunities that they may not have outside of school. Where required, lessons and 

resources are adapted to ensure that all learners are included and can access the whole Art and Design curriculum.  

 
   

Implementation 

How will this be achieved?  

 

In Reception, our children are given the opportunity to learn drawing, painting and sculpture skills in focused tasks, whilst exploring a 

variety of materials, tools and techniques, experimenting with colour, design and texture. These skills are then explored independently 

in areas of the provision throughout the year to allow children’s art skills and imagination to flourish. Children become familiar with 

creating simple representations of people and objects and learn to choose appropriate colours and tools for the task.  

 

Within KS1, given our learner’s high attainment in ‘Being imaginative and Expressive’ in EYFS (they are introduced to the use of a 

sketchbook in Year 1, rather than in Year 3 as per the National Curriculum, to gather their ideas and practise their skills. Within their Art 

lessons, KS1 learners experiment with a wide range of art resources (including digital media) to create colour, pattern, texture, line, and 

shape.  Every Art unit is linked to a famous artist to enable learners to learn about artistic techniques and to then make links to their own 

work. From Year 1 to Year 2, knowledge of colour is built on so that learners can mix their own secondary colours by the end of Year 2. 



Evaluation is also a key focus, ensuring that from Year 1 to 2, children are moving from ‘describing what can be seen’ to ‘suggesting 

how the artist has used colour, pattern and shape’.  

 

Throughout KS2, learners build upon their use of a sketchbook during Art lessons. Learners will develop their use of art resources to 

improve their control and creativity within a range of mediums. Art in KS2 has a large focus on evaluation; learners are given many 

opportunities throughout an Art unit to review their work and the work of their peers. By Year 6, learners are able to confidently ‘use 

feedback to make amendments and improvements to art’. Like KS1, KS2 learners continue to learn about and value famous artists 

and aim to create pieces using the techniques learnt. This allows learners to build upon their knowledge of various artistic techniques, 

as they progress through school, revisiting techniques and developing in precision, accuracy and detail 

 

Art session sequence:   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our assessment of Art is robust as we use progression statements for each year group, which teachers use to assess learners against. 

Similar to of the way professional artists work, formative assessment involves students in setting goals, assessing their own work, and 

making modifications in response to critique, with the teacher guiding the way. ... Thus, formative assessment is an organic process in 

an arts classroom. The end of each Art unit has an ‘End of unit log’ which gives learners feedback on the objectives which they have 

achieved and those which they need to work on during their next Art unit. This objective then becomes an area of focus for their next 

unit of work. 

 

Throughout our whole Art curriculum, opportunities are included for ‘Incidental art’ so that children are able to practise their skills in 

different artistic techniques. Learners are given the opportunity to practise the skills learnt in the previous year to create a piece of Art 

based around their Learning Challenge topic for that year. This is usually completed in Learning Challenge books, but is also 

evidenced in Art Sketchbooks. There is a clear focus on this piece of art also covering the area of focus for each child from their 

previous Art unit.  

 

Many additional art enhancement opportunities are given to our learners during their time at East Morton Primary to allow our learners 

to flourish and achieve their potential. Our Year 5 learners spend time working on an Art project with a living artist. This gives the 

learners specialist teaching on a medium of the teacher’s choice. We hold a biennial Arts Week within school where learners work 

with artists, create their own pieces and hold an art gallery at the end of the week. Our learners also have the opportunity to attend 

extracurricular clubs linked to art ( For example cartoon club, drawing club, crafty club) . Clubs are run by staff and allows learners 
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who have a love for Art to develop their skills further in a small group setting. The clubs give the learners the opportunity to work with a 

wide range of mediums and to spend more time improving their mastery of artistic techniques as well as promoting creativity. 

 

Children at East Morton are set a Termly Art Progression Challenge. The first of these is a pencil sketch challenge- with the same 

themed stimulus from Reception to Year 6. The second whole school challenge is a themed collage linked to a current event /topic 

of local interest. The third challenge is an opportunity to extend the range of artists studied by focussing on a specific artist and their 

style. For example, during French day – each class explore the art work of a particular French artist.  This is also an opportunity to look 

at specialist media, local artists, architects, designers and artists from a culturally diverse background or with a disability (For example, 

in 2021-22 we will focus one of our art progression pieces on the work British architectural artist Steven Wiltshire) 

 

 

Cross-Curricular Links 

 

Subjects such as English, Maths and History are reinforced through art by giving learners the opportunity to: 

Articulate ideas and compare and contrast their views with others; 
 Use a range of increasingly technical vocabulary; 
 Learn about artists from different periods of history and cultures;  
 Occasionally, apply methods of calculation and measurement when creating art. 

 

Impact: 

Learners will: 
 know more, remember more and understand more about art 

 Retain knowledge and specific skills in relation to chosen focus artists 

 Develop their creativity, allowing them to reach their full artistic potential 

 Achieve or exceed age related expectations in art 

 Apply learned art skills in their own work 

 Evaluate their own and others’ art work 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Weaving knowledge, skills and understanding together within the Art Curriculum 

Art: Key Stage 1 

National Curriculum  

• Use a range of materials creatively to design and make products 

• Use drawing, painting and sculpture to develop and share their ideas, experiences and imagination 

• Develop a wide range of art and design techniques in using colour, pattern, texture, line, shape, form and space 

• Study a range of artists, craft makers and designers 
 

Drawing Painting Sculpture  Collage  Textiles  Printing  Digital art Great artists 

Y
e

a
r 1

 

Know how to 

create patterns 

(IA- portraits)  

 

 

Draw lines of 

different 

thicknesses 

with 2 grades 

of pencil (IA- 

portraits)   

 

Begin to 

control the 

types of marks 

made with the 

range of 

media. (IA- 

portraits)  

 

Know the 

names of the 

primary and 

secondary 

colours. (WK) 

 

Know how to 

create mood 

through use of 

colour and 

shape (WK) 

 

 

Link the 

knowledge of 

colour to 

man-made 

and natural 

objects (AG) 

 

Use materials to 

create shape 

(AG) 

 

Arrange materials 

to create shapes 

and patterns 

(AG) 

 

 

 

 

To identify different 

types of material 

for collage 

 

To select colours 

and sizes 

appropriate for the 

collage (School 

progression piece) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Have experience in 

colouring textiles: 

printing, fabric 

crayons. 

Link to African craft 

makers (IA- Africa) 

 

 

 

Use equipment and 

media correctly and 

be able to produce 

a clean printed 

image.(IA- Africa) 

 

Create a repeating 

pattern in print 

(IA- Africa) 

 

Explore printing 

simple pictures with 

a range of hard and 

soft materials : 

fingers, sponge, cut 

vegetables  (IA- 

Africa) 

 

 

 

 

Know how to use 

IT to create a 

picture (WK) 

 

Use different 

effects within an 

IT paint package 

(WK) 

Goldsworthy (AG) 

Kandinsky(WK) 

Learn about an 

artist 

Describe what can 

be seen and give 

an opinion about 

the work  

Ask questions 

about a piece of 

art 

Understand what 

abstract means 

Understand what 

transient means  

 

Use a sketch 

book to record art 

process and 

explore techniques   

 



 

 

 

Y
e

a
r 2

 

Know how to 

use pencil, 

charcoal and 

pastel to add 

detail to art 

work (PP) 

 

Use pencils of 

three different 

grades (4B 8B 

HB)  to create 

lines of 

different 

thickness in 

drawings. (PP) 

 

Show patterns 

and textures in 

drawings 

(VVG) 

Use acrylic 

and 

watercolour 

paints to 

create 

different 

effects (PP) 

 

Understand 

when it is 

appropriate 

to use a thick 

or a thin paint 

brush (VVG) 

 

Be able to 

show feelings 

in paintings 

(PP) 

 

Mix paint to 

create all the 

secondary 

colours and 

represent 

them using a 

colour wheel  

(VVG) 

Create tints 

with paint by 

adding white 

and tones by 

adding black 

(VVG) 

 

Be able to cut, 

and coil materials 

(IA- Clay castle) 

 

Shape, form, 

construct and 

model from 

observation and 

imagination. (IA- 

Clay castle) 

 

 

Explore surface 

patterns/ textures 

and use them 

when 

appropriate. (IA- 

Clay castle) 

 

Use a combination 

of materials that 

are cut, torn and 

glued 

 

Sort and arrange 

materials 

 

Choose materials 

to create texture 

(School 

progression piece) 

 Match and sort 

fabrics and threads 

for colour, texture, 

length, size and 

shape.  

 

Thread a needle  

Use more than one 

type of stitch. 

  

(IA- Christmas Binka 

bookmark/coaster) 

  Picasso (PP) 

Van Gogh (VVG) 

Suggest how artists 

have used colour, 

pattern and shape 

using annotations  

Know how to 

create a piece of 

art in response to 

the work of 

another artist 

Develop an 

understanding of 

‘abstract’ 

Compare 

differences and 

similarities between 

artists already 

studied  

Use a sketch 

book to record art 

process and 

explore techniques   

 



Art: Lower Key Stage 2 

 National Curriculum  

• Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

• Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, 

pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

• Study great artists, architects and designers in history 
 

Drawing Painting Sculpture  Collage  Textiles  Printing  Digital art Great artists 

Y
e

a
r 3

 

Use sketches 

to produce a 

final piece of 

art (AW) 

 

Use 

sketchbooks 

to help 

create facial 

expressions 

(AW) 

 

 

Create a 

background 

using a wash 

(KH) 

 

Use a range 

of brushes to 

create 

different 

effects in 

painting (KH) 

 

 

 

 

Join two 

parts 

successfully.  

 

Be able to roll 

and shape 

materials 

 

Produce 

more 

intricate 

surface 

patterns/ 

textures  

(IA- clay 

jewellery) 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Explore use of 

natural dyes to 

mark fabrics 

(IA- Stone age 

cave paintings- 

on fabric) 

 

 

Design a string 

printing 

template (KH) 

 

Know how to 

print onto 

different 

materials using 

at least four 

colours.(KH) 

 

Know how to 

use digital 

images and 

combine with 

other media 

(AW)  

Use IT to 

create art 

which 

includes their 

own work and 

that of others 

(AW)  

Know how to 

integrate 

digital images 

into artwork 

(AW)  

 

 

Hokusai (KH) 

Warhol (AW) 

 

Explain why 

chosen specific 

techniques 

have been 

used know how 

to use 

feedback to 

make 

amendments 

and 

improvement 

to art 

Explain why 

different tools/ 

medias have 

been used to 

create art 

Experiment with 

the styles used 

by artists. 

Know how to 

identify the 

techniques 

used by 

different artists 



Compare the 

work of 

different artists 

 

Recognise 

when art is from 

different 

cultures or 

historical 

periods.  

Use 

sketchbooks to 

explore 

techniques and 

record art 

process.  

 

Y
e

a
r 4

 

Show facial 

expressions 

and body 

language in 

sketches (FK) 

  

To use 

proportion 

effectively 

(FK) 

 

To use tone, 

colour and 

shape to 

represent 

figures in 

abstract form 

(FK) 

Know how to 

show 

reflections 

(SB) 

 

Know how to 

mix paint to 

create all the 

secondary 

and tertiary 

colours (SB) 

 

Make marks 

and lines to 

show texture 

in art (FK) 

 

Explain why 

different tools / 

medias have 

To shape, coil 

and cut 

materials 

Decorate 

and make 

deliberate 

patterns with 

different tools    

(IA- Viking 

amulet) 

 

 

. 

 Select and 

arrange 

materials for 

effect 

 

Create collage 

with increasing 

precision (E.g. 

overlapping, 

mosaic) 

(School 

progression 

piece) 

 

Use a 

technique as a 

basis for stitch 

embroidery. 

(IA- stitched 

Christmas item)  

 

Apply 

decoration 

using needle 

and thread: 

buttons, 

sequins. (IA-

stitched 

Christmas item) 

 

 

 

  Brown (SB) 

Kahlo (FK) 

 

Explain why 

chosen specific 

techniques 

have been 

used know how 

to use 

feedback to 

make 

amendments 

and 

improvement 

to art 

 

Explain why 

different tools/ 

medias have 



  

been used to 

create art (FK) 

 

been used to 

create art 

 

Experiment with 

the styles used 

by artists. 

 

Compare the 

work of 

different artists 

 

Know how 

different artists 

developed 

their specific 

techniques 

Use 

sketchbooks to 

experiment 

with different 

techniques and 

record process 

 



 

 

Art: Upper Key Stage 2 

 National Curriculum  

• Create sketch books to record their observations and use them to review and revisit ideas 

• Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, painting and sculpture with a range of materials [for example, 

pencil, charcoal, paint, clay] 

• Study great artists, architects and designers in history 
 

Drawing Painting Sculpture  Collage  Textiles  Printing  Digital art Great artists 

Y
e

a
r 5

 

Use a range 

of pencils, 

charcoal or 

pastels when 

creating a 

piece of 

observational 

art (GO) 

 

Develop 

simple 

perspective in 

their work 

(GO) 

 

Begin to 

develop an 

awareness of 

composition, 

proportion 

and scale 

(GO)  

 

 

 

Mix and 

match 

colours to 

create 

atmosphere 

and light 

effects. (GO) 

 

Mix colour:  

shades, tints 

and tones 

(GO) 

 

 

 

 

Know how to 

sculpt 

malleable 

materials (AG) 

 

Sculpt over an 

armature/frame  

(AG)  

 

Use manmade 

materials to 

create 

sculptures (AG) 

 

 

Use more than 

one texture 

(E.g. rough, 

smooth, plain, 

patterned) 

 

 

Combine visual 

and tactile 

qualities 

(School 

progression 

piece) 

 

3D weaving 

with a variety 

of materials to 

create 

different 

textural effects 

(IA- Recycled 

weaving)   

 To create 

printed 

impressions  

with impressed 

plate, inks and 

rollers. (IA- 

Recycling 

logo)   

 

   Georgia 

O’Keefe and 

Alberto 

Giacometti  

 

Explain why 

different tools/ 

medias have 

been used to 

create art 

 

Use 

sketchbooks to 

practice 

techniques and 

record process 

 

Explain why 

chosen specific 

techniques 

have been 

used know how 

to use 

feedback to 

make 

amendments 

and 

improvement 

to art 



Start to 

develop their 

own style  

Y
e

a
r 6

 

Use marks 

and lines to 

produce 

texture (DH) 

 

Know how to 

use shading 

to create 

mood and 

feeling (GR) 

 

Use a range 

of pencils, 

charcoal or 

pastels when 

creating a 

piece of art 

(IA-Salts Mill 

and GR)  

Use different 

techniques 

for different 

purposes i.e. 

shading, 

hatching 

within their 

own work, 

explaining 

Know which 

medium to 

use to create 

maximum 

impact (DH) 

 

Know how to 

organise line, 

tone, shape 

and colour to 

represent     

movement in 

forms. (DH)  

 

Make a slip to 

join to pieces of 

clay. 

 

Use different 

ways of finishing 

work: glaze, 

paint, polish (IS- 

Buddha) 

  

 

 

Use a variety of 

materials for 

effect  

(School 

progression 

piece) 
 

 

   David Hockney 

and Georges 

Rouault  

 

Explain why 

chosen specific 

techniques 

have been 

used  

Describe 

techniques and 

processes.  

Know how to 

use feedback 

to make 

amendments 

and 

improvement 

to art 

 

Explain why 

different tools/ 

medias have 

been used to 

create art 

Develop their 

own style 

Use 

sketchbooks to 



choices. (IA- 

Salts Mill)   

 

Use 

perspective in 

their work 

using a single 

focal point 

and horizon. 

(IA- Salts Mill) 

 

Use scale and 

proportion in 

drawings.(GR)  

collect and 

record visual 

information, 

explore 

techniques and 

record process 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Great Artists  

Two artists will be studied over the year in each year group. In the half term that no artist is studied, other art objectives for that year group will be 

picked up through incidental pieces of art.  

Art: Great Artist 

Study 

Year 1 Year 2 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Autumn Term  Incidental art 

 

Printing:  African 

repeating pattern 

textiles 

Drawing:  Portraits 

 

Incidental art 

 

Sculpture: 

Clay Castle 

Textiles: Christmas 

book mark or 

coaster- binka 

Incidental art 

 

Textiles fabric with 

natural dyes – 

Stone age 

Sculpture: Clay 

Stone age 

jewellery 

 

Incidental art 

 

Textiles -Christmas 

item- e.g. key ring 

Sculpture: Clay 

Viking Amulet 

 

Incidental art 

 

Textiles: 3D weave 

with recycled 

materials 

Printing: Recycling 

Logo – impressed 

ink print 

Incidental art 

 

 

 

Sculpture 

Buddha clay 

sculptures 

 

Spring Term  

Kandinsky 

Did Zog start the 

Great Fire of 

Lodon? 

Painting and 

Digital art 

Pablo Picasso 

Stand-alone study 

(Portraits) 

Pencil, 

watercolour and 

pastel 

Hokusai 

What makes the 

Earth angry? 

Watercolour, 

printing and 

pastels 

Steven Brown 

What’s the matter 

with Rang-tan? 

Acrylic paint 

Georgia O’Keefe 

Stand-alone study 

(Observational art) 

Watercolour paint  

Georges Rouault 

Stand-alone (RE 

Week) 

Pastel and 

pencil 

David Hockney 

What effect has 

Salts Mill had on 

our local area? 



 

 

 

Watercolour and 

acrylic 

Summer Term Andy Goldsworthy 

What does Peter 

Rabbit like to eat? 

Sculpture – natural 

materials 

Vincent Van 

Gogh 

Who would like to 

be beside the 

seaside? 

Acrylic paint on 

canvas 

Andy Warhol 

Stand-alone study 

(Pop art) 

Digital media and 

pencil 

 

 

 

Frida Kahlo 

Stand-alone study 

(Portraits) 

Acrylic paint 

Alberto Giacometti 

Would life be the 

same today without 

the Ancient 

Greeks? 

Sculpture 

Incidental art 

Salts Mill 

information 

cover- Salts Mill 

perspectives 

Drawing- 

perspective, 

scale, 

 

 


