
 

 

  East Morton CE Primary School 

NEWSLETTER        Friday 23rd April 2021 

It has been another week of glorious weather and it has been so nice to see 

and hear children inside and outside their classrooms engaging in exciting 

learning opportunities.  

Over last weekend, a number of staff volunteered to come into school and 

develop our outdoor provision. As well as removing lots of bramble bushes, 

we worked on making the wildlife area as accessible as possible so that we 

can use the area as a resource to support learning. Up on the top of the hill, 

behind the MUGA we established a fire pit area surrounded by log seating, 

which we hope will be enjoyed for years to come. The view from the top of the hill is spectacular and we 

look forward to toasting marshmallows and storytelling sessions up there.  

We were visited on Monday by Janet Tringham who is our Schools Adviser from Leeds Diocese. It was a 

great opportunity to share how we are upholding the Christian Distinctiveness of East Morton School. Janet 

also discussed the new framework for SIAMs inspections.  She enjoyed a tour of the classrooms and 

commented on the calm environment. We then took a tour around the grounds including the spiritual 

garden and wildlife areas.  

THIS WEEK IN SCHOOL 

 

 

On Tuesday next week, Year 5 will be visited by the 

artist Sarah Hicks, so we look forward to the creation of 

some masterpieces!  

On Thursday evening (29th April—6.30pm) the T&A 

Education awards will be held virtually. We are 

honoured that our Chair of Governors, Mike Isaac is 

one of 3 finalists in the Governors Award section. 

Everyone is invited to watch and I 

hope you can join us in supporting 

Mike. You can watch the event 

live online from 6.30 at: https://

event.sparq.me.uk/webcasts/

taschools/. There will be a live 

Twitter feed showing all of your 

tweets throughout the evening, 

photos are encouraged! Please 

use the hashtag #TASchools2021.     

THE WEEK AHEAD 

Mrs Dewhirst led the staff through two curriculum 

audits – one to support the development of 

specific curriculum areas and the other to explore 

way that we promote and celebrating diversity in 

different areas of the curriculum and across year 

groups.   

STAFF DEVELOPMENT 

 

Walter (Rec)  

Bella (Y1) 

Aayan (Y2) 

Oscar (Rec) 

Fleur (Y1) 

Jacob H (Y2) 
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Reading Stars: Sport Stars: Values Stars: 

James (Rec) 

Matilda (Y1) 

Ava (Y2) 

 

 

Is your child seeing upsetting coronavirus content 

online? 

Seeing news or information about coronavirus 

online or on social media may be upsetting for 

children and young people. They may feel 

anxious or worried about what’s happening and 

be overwhelmed by the amount of news and 

content people are sharing about coronavirus. 

They may also be seeing fake news, including 

alarmist or distressing content. 

It’s really important to talk to your child about 

how they feel about what’s happening at the 

moment and to let them know they can come to 

you or a trusted adult if they’re upset by 

something they’ve seen online. The NSPCC 

website has advice for parents and carers 

on talking to children worried about 

coronavirus that can help you support a child 

experiencing anxiety or depression—visit https://

www.nspcc.org.uk/keeping-chi ldren-safe/

childrens-mental-health/depression-anxiety-

mental-health/ 

E-SAFETY AWARENESS 

The value for this term is WISDOM. In 

worship on Monday, Mrs Proctor told the 

Story of the Wise and foolish builders and 

talked about how we can build solid 

foundations. On Tuesday Miss Stockdale and Mrs 

Dewhirst continued the theme of Wisdom sharing the 

story of Solomon asking for Wisdom. On Wednesday, 

Reverend Tony took us on a virtual tour of St Luke’s 

church and talked about growing in wisdom, in 

knowledge and in love and service to others.  

Values Education 
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NOTICEBOARD 

Friends of Morton 

Mr Birrane has started his fundraising bike 

ride challenge this week and is already well 

on his way to his first 100 miles per week 

target! His aim is to cycle an amazing total 

of 1,000 miles in just 10 weeks and all the 

money he raises will go to Friends of Morton. To put this into 

context, 1000 miles is the equivalent of cycling all the way 

directly to Reykjavik in Iceland or the Spanish island of Majorca! 

As we have not been able to hold as many fundraising events 

as usual over the past year, we are still trying to raise enough 

money to purchase the next batch of 

laptops for school, which will be of benefit to 

all our children.  

Look out for Mr B cycling to school along the 

Canal towpath and make sure you cheer 

him along! We will be supporting him all the 

way and we will soon be announcing how 

you can make a donation. 

Home Learning whilst self-isolating 

Don’t forget to use our ‘Home Learning’ plans to continue your 

child’s education at home if they are unable to attend school 

because they are either waiting for test results (Plan 1) or self-

isolating (Plan 2) (assuming they are well enough to do the work 

and they have adult support if they need it). These are 

available on the school website.  In the event of a class bubble 

closure, work would be supplied through Teams. 

Self Isolation Reminder 

Please could we remind you that if anyone in your 

household develops symptoms of Coronavirus, the 

whole household bubble must immediately self-

isolate whilst that person is tested; your child must not 

come to school until the test results have been 

received and only if they are negative. If the test is 

positive, everyone in the household must now self-

isolate for 10 days from the date the infected person 

developed symptoms. If someone else develops 

symptoms during that time, the 10 days will start 

again for all those who have no symptoms. 

Bikes and Scooters 

Please note that if your child comes on their bike to school we 

strongly advise that they are wearing a cycle helmet. 

Bikes and scooters left on school grounds will, of 

course, be within the locked gates during school 

hours but school cannot take responsibility for loss 

or damage if bikes are left here so a lock is 

advisable.  Children who come to school on 

scooters will need to walk from the gate 

onwards.  

 

Safety First 

To keep everyone safe at the start and end of the day, please 

could we remind that: 

 if any children are trying to pass the bottom gate to get up to 

the top gate that they are allowed to pass freely. This will 

avoid the risk of them having to go around the barrier and on 

to the road to get past the parents and children waiting to 

come in to the bottom gate. 

 Please do not park on the pavements, double park on Street 

Lane (park on the opposite side of the road to an already 

parked car) or park near the pedestrian island above school. 

We are aware that parking is a problem at drop off and start 

times, so please allow plenty of time to park somewhere 

safely.  

 Please could adults continue to wear face coverings whilst in 

the school grounds, unless medically exempt. 

 

Travel to Tokyo 

Well on the way on our second journey to Tokyo we 

have passed through Rio in Brazil and are now 

heading to Sydney, Australia! The Rio challenge is 

‘Show us your best carnival dance move’!  Don’t 

forget to keep logging all your activities and let’s see 

how many more circuits we can complete before the 

Olympics in July! 

COVID-19 related emails 

If you are informing us of the results of a 

COVID-19 test (positive or negative) or 

have any urgent Covid-related 

questions, please use the email address: 

covid@eastmorton.bradford.sch.uk.  

The Big Ask—National survey of children 

The new Children’s Commissioner for England, Dame 

Rachel de Souza, has launched The Big Ask – the 

largest ever consultation with children aged 4 to 17 in 

England. It aims to find out children’s concerns and 

aspirations about the future, so that we can put 

children at the heart of our country’s recovery from 

the coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 

All schools are being encouraged to support their 

pupils to complete this survey and a range 

of teaching resources have been produced to help 

teachers incorporate this into their lessons. 

Parents, care leavers and those working with children 

are also invited to complete the adult survey to share 

their views about the future for children and young 

people today, and what they think is holding young 

people back. 

The results from this survey will help the Children’s 

Commissioner identify the barriers preventing children 

from reaching their potential, put forward solutions 

and set ambitious goals for the country to achieve. 

Uniform reminder 

Now that the shops are open and we can access 

new uniform, can we please remind you of 

appropriate footwear in school.  Flat black outdoor 

shoes (no trainers please) to be worn when not doing 

PE.   

Lateral Flow Test kits 

As you will be aware, all adults can now obtain lateral 

flow test kits to carry out twice-weekly testing at 

home. We understand that test kits are available to 

collect from Crossflatts Pharmacy if you are unable to 

obtain them elsewhere.  

Crisp packets wanted! 

School Council would like you to join them in supporting the 

Crisp Packet Project, which collects clean, empty crisp packets 

and turns them into blankets or mats for the homeless or 

vulnerable. Please bring your empty crisp bags (preferably 

clean) to school. 
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