
 

Dear Parents & Carers 

Welcome back to you all whether you are in school or at home. I would like to start by saying how 

proud I am of all of the children in Year 4 for the resilience and determination they have shown 

during this period of lock down. I know we are all looking forward to getting back into school and 

back together.  

In English we will be looking at another text which links with our Learning 

Challenge topic called ‘The Vanishing Rainforest’ by Richard Platt, and we will be 

using it as a stimulus for story writing. After reading and getting to know this fiction 

text, which contains elements of non-fiction, we will be brushing up on our 

apostrophe use and direct speech punctuation during our grammar work. Then 

we will consider, plan, draft and write our own stories.  

In Maths we will be completing a unit on ‘Fractions’. This unit contains a few recap objectives from 

year 3 and then lessons which move us into the year 4 objectives. We will be finding equivalent 

fractions, counting in fractions and adding and subtracting fractions too. Times tables knowledge is 

central to maths and in units such as fractions, this knowledge is absolutely key 

– so please do encourage and support your child in practising and 

consolidating their recall of times tables facts. The new Learn by Heart target 

relates to learning the multiplication and division facts for the 7 x tables for this 

half term. A help sheet for this has been shared either in paper format, or on 

Teams to support this.  

This half term will see us continuing our Learning Challenge unit of 

work entitled ‘What’s the matter with Rang-Tan?’ After a little more 

work on the geographical features of this biome, and the effects of 

deforestation on it and indeed the world, I am hoping to end the 

unit with the arts week which would have usually been at the start of 

the unit. We have switched it around in order to ensure that the children get to do it! I know they 

were very enthusiastic about this and I am keen to make sure they get the chance to do it! 

In Science we will be completing our unit around living things entitled ‘Which living things thrive in 

our locality?’, after the work completed during remote learning around branching databases, we 

will be thinking about living things, their habitats and how environments can change over time. 

Again linking with our Learning Challenge work.  

In RE we will working on the learning question ‘What is it like to follow God?’ After studying the story 

of Noah’s ark during our home learning, we will be considering the importance of faith promises like 

those made in marriage and looking at the idea of the covenant.  

Just a note in terms of homework: children are expected to read at least 3 or 4 times per week; 

practise Spellings and Learn by Hearts weekly and complete one maths task (set pages from CGP 

homework book) weekly. On our return to school the dates are as follows: 

 Spellings are tested on Tuesdays 

 Learn By Heart practise and assessment is on Wednesdays 

 Maths CGP work is due in on Tuesdays  

 PE takes place on Mondays and Thursdays Continued overleaf... 



Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is anything you wish to discuss. I would suggest at this 

time that you email the office, who will pass messages on to me.  

I would like to finish with a massive thank you to the children and parents in Year 4 who have been 

so supportive, positive, helpful and understanding during remote learning and lockdown. Together 

we have been able to limit the impact of this time spent out of school.  

Thank you 

Mrs Dewhirst 


