
Welcome back! I hope that everyone had a fantastic Easter break. Hopefully the sunshine is a sign of 

things to come! We have lots of exciting and engaging learning planned for the next seven weeks in 

school and I can’t wait to get stuck in.  

It seems amazing that we are already in our final term but before moving on 

to the last Learning Challenge topic, we will spend some time reviewing the 

last one, ‘Where does water come from?’ just to make sure the children are 

confident with the key learning which will be required for secondary school. 

Our final Learning Challenge question of this year is based around the 

question, ’What was the Golden Age of the Ancient Islamic Civilisation?’, and 

is packed full of amazing history covering the development of Baghdad, the importance of the house of 

wisdom, how the silk road allowed helped the civilisation flourish as well as spreading the Islamic religion 

across the world and what words and inventions from this period still exist today. We also have an 

excellent class reader, written by an author who has visited East Morton many times, Saviour Pirotta. The 

book is entitled, ‘The Golden Horsemen of Baghdad and it will really help the class develop an idea of 

what the metropolis of ancient Baghdad was like.  

In science we will be asking the children, ‘Could you be the next 

Nintendo apprentice?’. This is a physics unit about electricity during 

which we will be learning about everything electrical, culminating in 

designing and testing our own electrical circuits. We have already spent 

a day revising the key objectives from our last unit about the circulatory 

system, function of the heart and lungs, healthy lifestyle and the effect of 

drugs on the human body. Again, this is to ensure the children have the basic knowledge required for 

key stage 3.  

This half term our work in English will be based around a short film rather 

than a text and it is one with a spooky flavour. We will be thinking carefully 

about how we can create different effects on our readers through the use 

of specific language and the class will all love the challenge of trying to 

scare me with their writing. Grammar and spelling will continue be taught 

to ensure the children develop key skills needed to write fluently. In 

grammar, they will revise and develop their ability to accurately use a 

range of punctuation. SATs questions will be used to ensure that all children are familiar with the types of 

question they will find in the Year 6 SATs. 

In maths we are completing the unit on algebra that we started last term. As always the children will 

have plenty of opportunities to develop, apply and deepen their knowledge and understanding 

through problem solving activities, particularly focussing on reasoning and explaining. Problem solving 

lessons will continue to develop strategies to use when faced with unfamiliar problems. As in English, we 

will regularly use SATs questions as starters in order to help familiarise the children with the format of 

questions and increase their confidence at solving them. Fractions is always a topic that causes a few 

worries among the class and it is my mission to dispel these by showing that, through a logical teaching 

sequence and lots of practice we can all become truly proficient in all mathematical areas.  

The RE topic of understanding Christianity will focus on the class answering the question: Why is 

pilgrimage important to Christians? We will investigate the purpose of pilgrimage  and where Christians 

consider important pilgrimage sites before contrasting these with pilgrimages in different religions. 
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