
 

Dear Parents & Carers 

I hope you have had a pleasant summer. It has been lovely welcoming the children back into 

school after what has been such a long time away. I am very much looking forward to these next 

couple of weeks as we ease the children back into school life. We will be spending some time 

discussing feelings and worries and settling them back into a slightly different school routine.  

In English, we will be looking at Levi Pinfold’s interesting text 

‘Greenling’. We will be looking at writing from different perspectives 

and exploring issues such as caring for the environment to link with our 

Learning Challenge topic. Our grammar work will revisit use of commas 

and apostrophes from year 4 and will build in punctuation for 

parenthesis as well as the use of modal verbs. There will be a large 

focus on accuracy in punctuation, as well as spelling, as these are 

specific objectives within the Year 5 curriculum.  

Our Maths work will start with a really important unit on place value where children will use, write, 

compare and solve problems with numbers up to one million. We will be looking at negative 

number and roman numerals also. After this, we will be recapping our work on column addition and 

subtraction. Children are expected to know all times tables to 12x12 by the end of Year 4, so it is 

vital that any gaps in this are filled as quickly as possible to enable children to access the types of 

calculations and problem solving that forms the Year 5 curriculum. I know the children did so well at 

learning their times tables last year, therefore your support in keeping this going would be greatly 

appreciated!  

‘Is there enough for everyone?’ will be our Learning Challenge question 

this term. We will explore renewable energy and find out how we can help 

the environment through recycling.  

This half term in Science we will begin 

with a biology unit called ‘How are 

you like other living things? Here we 

will investigate living things, look at how they are classified and 

identify differences and similarities between them.  We will also 

find out about the work of naturalists and animal behaviourists 

such as David Attenborough and Jane Goodall. 

Our RE topic half term will be ‘What does it mean for Muslims 

to follow God?’ The children will find out what Islam is, how 

Muslims follow their religion and what happens inside a 

Mosque. 

Year 5 is an exciting year for the children, where we have many opportunities to take part in visits 

and other activities outside of school. For example, swimming lessons are due to start in February 

and our residential to Ingleborough Hall is provisionally (depending on guidelines) due to take place 

at the end of January (more details will follow in due course). In addition to this though, Year 5 is the 

start of Upper Key Stage 2 and children are being prepared for the demands of Year 6 and beyond 
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that - secondary school. It is vital that children start to develop their independence and 

organisation: ensuring that all equipment and books needed are with them each day in school, 

and that any homework is completed and handed in on time is very important.  
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In addition to this, children are expected to read as often as possible at home (evidence of this in 

diaries will be rewarded with merits!). Children are also encouraged to hand in homework early (by 

Friday) and will receive merits for good organisational skills! 

Finally, our PE days are Mondays and Thursdays. 

Any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact me, either by writing a note in your 

child’s planner or by emailing/phoning the office who will pass messages on to me.  

I look forward to working with you all! 

Thank you  

Miss Drake 

Subject Set Due 

Spellings Monday Monday 

Maths Monday Monday 

English Monday Monday 


