
 

Dear Parents & Carers 

I write to welcome you and your child (or children) back to school. I hope that you have had a 

lovely Summer and that you have all remained safe and well over this period.  

Please be assured that we will do everything possible to help your child settle in to life back in school 

and indeed in Year 4. We have some lovely work planned for our return to school and we are 

hoping to ensure a settled, fun and safe start to the year.  

For the first 2 weeks of this half term, we will be participating in a whole school unit of work, where 

every class will be reading, discussing and doing tasks linked to a beautiful Oliver Jeffers book ‘Here 

We Are: Notes For Living on Planet Earth’. This transition unit is carefully planned with lovely 

opportunities for art, writing, outdoor learning, discussion, reflection and many other elements which 

will help your child to settle back into life in school easily, and to get to know 

Mrs Blake and myself too. After this we will start a gentle return to curriculum 

learning in which we will pick up our timetable for all areas of the 

curriculum; this is due to commence from w/c 21/9.  

In English we will be studying a very popular text, ‘Arthur and the Golden 

Rope’ by Joe Todd Stanton which links to our Learning Challenge topic. We 

will be using this to help us recap and consolidate grammar and spelling 

from Key Stage 1 and Year 3 and will culminate in our own story writing using 

paragraphs, ambitious language and expanded noun phrases. 

In Maths we will start with a unit on Place Value. We will play lots of games 

and have a big focus on recalling and consolidating prior learning, before 

delving into any year 4 objectives. For example, we will recap the value of 

digits in a 3 digit number, then extend to 4 digit numbers and we will look at 

negative numbers in contexts such as temperature. In addition we will 

practise and revise the 2,5 and 10 times tables, as well as the 3, 4 and 8s.  

Our ‘Anglo Saxons and Vikings – Friends or Enemies?’ 

Learning Challenge unit will involve us looking carefully 

at what happened in Britain after the fall of the Roman 

Empire in the West. We will look at the different invaders 

and settlers during this period, their actions and their reasons for doing what 

they did. We will look at life and beliefs in these times, and examine some of 

the great (and quite local!) battles which took place. Throughout we will 

consider and discuss the complex relationship between the Anglo-Saxons and 

the Vikings. 

In Science we will be studying ‘Animals including humans’, this will 

include; the digestive system, teeth and food chains. We know 

that the children will enjoy learning about how the body digests 

food and what an important job our teeth play. The children will 

be asked to complete a homework project around the digestive 

system to be handed in before the end of the half term. 

 Continued overleaf... 



In RE we will be considering the learning question ‘What does it mean to 

be a Sikh in Britain today?’. We will find out about core beliefs of Sikhs 

today and look at how the teachings of the Gurus informs life as a Sikh.  

Just a note in terms of homework. Children are 

expected to read every day; learn Spellings and Learn 

By Hearts weekly and complete one maths task (set 

pages from CGP homework book) weekly.  

Please do not hesitate to contact me if there is anything you wish to discuss, I 

would suggest at this time that you email the office, who will pass messages on to 

me if we need to have a chat. I will then do my best to call you at an appropriate 

time. If it is urgent, please do not hesitate to call the office.  

Thanks 

Mrs Dewhirst 


