
 

Dear Parents/Carers 

Welcome back, we hope you all had a lovely, if slightly different summer, and that the children are 

refreshed and ready to begin their first half-term in Year 1. We are so pleased to be working with you 

and your children as they begin this next step in their learning journey. We are very lucky to have 

Mrs Beecroft working with us this year and Mr Birrane will be teaching the children in PE twice a 

week, plus for the full day each Friday. We shall be beginning the year with lots of lovely transition 

and settling in activities for the first 2 weeks of term. After this we shall launch into our exciting Year 1 

Curriculum. 

Routines: PE days are Wednesday and Friday.  Children need to bring their reading books to school 

every day and will receive 2 books a week to take home, they can also borrow a library book each 

week. Children should bring their homework diary to school every day. Please could children also 

bring a water bottle each day.  

We are hoping that Year 1 will be in charge of organising our annual 

Macmillan Coffee Afternoon again this year, although it may look slightly 

different in order to accommodate all the new procedures. We are still considering all the options to 

do this safely and will let you know any dates as soon as we can. Assuming this goes ahead, we will 

be baking and designing posters and place settings in school time, but will require lots of lovely 

home baking to sell at the event! Last year we made lots of money for a very worthy cause! 

Maths: In Maths, we will begin with a focus on place value within 10. Children will be sorting, 

counting & representing objects. They will be learning to use the greater than, less than and equals 

symbols. We shall also be looking at ordinal numbers. We will move on to addition and subtraction; 

learning number bonds to 10, finding the difference and counting back amongst other skills.  

 

Topic: In Year 1 this year we will be using a ‘one book 

approach’ to learning in English, Science, History/

Geography, Art and DT. We are calling our approach 

‘Topic’ and each subject content will be carefully linked 

to our theme. The children will still be learning all the key skills and 

knowledge required in the National Curriculum, but we are attempting to make clearer links 

between subjects through our topic. We will have an over-arching ‘big question’ for the half 

term and throughout a series of lessons will unpack and answer smaller questions which will help 

us to respond to the big question by the end of the term. All of the work we do for our topic will 

be recorded in one book. Our topic for this half term is ‘Where in the world is Sunny?’ Our focus 

text will be Meerkat Mail. Through ‘Where in the world is Sunny?’… 

 In English we will be looking at sentences, full stops, finger spaces and capital letters. We will be 

thinking about extending our vocabulary by using interesting adjectives and we will look at 

different types of writing such as lists, post cards and letters. 

 In Geography we will be learning about the world and the UK, looking at maps and atlases, 

describing where we live and then comparing it to Africa. 

 In Art we will be looking at African art and the style of art used in the book Meerkat Mail. 

One book 

approach 

Continued overleaf... 



RE: In RE we will be answering the big question ‘Who is a Muslim and what do they 

believe?’. We will be looking particularly at different days and how they are special, 

what believers do to celebrate special days, special objects and where Muslim 

believers go to worship.  

We hope your child enjoys Year 1.  Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not 

hesitate to contact us as we want every child to have a happy and successful year. You can speak 

to any one of the Year 1 team, leave a note in your child’s planner, or alternatively call the office on 

01274 569447 or email office@eastmorton.bradford.sch.uk. Please do not visit the school office in 

person. 

Best regards,    

Mrs Brooke, Mrs Beecroft and Mr Birrane  


