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Behaviour Policy Addendum (due to the circumstances of COVID-19)  

The government’s strategic response to COVID-19 was to enforce social distancing 

in order to reduce people’s exposure to the virus and stall its spread.  As a result, 

from 20th March 2020, schools were closed to all children except for those classified 

as vulnerable, those with Education, Health and Care Plans (EHCPs) and children of 

key workers critical to the COVID -19 response.  

During their prolonged absence from school, children have experienced significant 

changes to their learning routines, daily structure, social and behavioural norms.  The 

school may now feel different to children, compared to how it was when they last 

attended.  We want our children to be happy, in pleasant and relaxed surroundings.  

We know that they will learn best when they are clear about what they are 

expected to do given the changes as a result of COVID-19.  Furthermore, we are 

aware that COVID-19 has the potential to impact on the mental health of children 

which in turn can affect a child’s behaviour.  

In response to the changes, from September 2020, there are also some additional 

behavioural expectations and routines, around protective measures and personal 

hygiene.    

This addendum supplements the current Behaviour Policy.  It identifies the minimum 

behavioural expectations that are expected during the coronavirus pandemic.  

  

Guiding Principles  

• All staff are responsible for ensuring the rigorous and consistent application of 

our new procedures across school.  

• Proactive risk assessment will reduce the potential for poor behaviour.  We will 

endeavour to anticipate risks rather than simply reacting to situations.  

• Communication to children will build their confidence.  We will ensure that 

appropriate and effective measures are in place for communicating with 

children about their expected behaviour upon returning to school.  This will be 

tailored so that it is age appropriate and takes account of those with special 

educational needs and/or disabilities.  We know that this will help to build a 

safe and calm culture in which children will feel secure.  Clearly established 

rules, routines and boundaries will be consistently applied.  

• We will ensure that appropriate and effective measures are in place for 

communicating with parents about the expected behaviour to be shown by 

children upon returning to school.  We encourage parents to share concerns 

and ask questions.  
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• Boundaries will be clear.  We will apply our rules consistently, rigorously and 

fairly so that children know that the consequences of their behaviours, both 

positive and negative, are inevitable.  

• Leaders and governors will ensure that the guidance from the DfE and Public 

Health England is followed.  

 

Behaviour Expectations:  

These will be outlined in a COVID specific Home school agreement: 

• Only enter and exit the school building through my external classroom door. 

• Wash my hands more often than usual in line with school guidance. 

• Keep to my bubble group /year group 

• Tell an adult if I am feeling unwell, particularly if I feel that I have a high 

temperature, a continuous cough or are experiencing a change to my usual 

taste or smell.  

• Not share belongings (food, stationary, books etc) with others and not handle 

other people’s belongings.  

• If I need to cough or sneeze, I will do it into a tissue and throw it away straight 

away.  If I haven’t got time to get a tissue, use my elbow.  Wash my hands 

after a cough or sneeze. 

• Not cough or spit on or towards any other person.  

• At break times and lunch times, stick to my zone area and maintain a safe 

distance from others.  

• Follow our school behaviour policy and show respect to others to help keep 

us all safe. 

• Be Smart and Keep Apart. 

 

Behaviour Management  

There are occasions when staff members will need to challenge behaviours which 

are not safe or not conducive to learning.  We will continue to use the sanctions 

identified within the body of our main behaviour policy with the only adaptation 

being children will not go to another classroom for a stage 3 sanction. Instead, they 

will be moved away from their peers to a suitable supervised position in school if 

necessary.  

Deliberate failure to adhere to the protective measures will be deemed as a serious 

breach of the school’s behaviour policy. Coughing or spitting at or towards any 

other person will be deemed as a serious breach of the school’s behaviour policy.  

 

 

 



 
 

Reasonable Adjustments  

We will be mindful of children’s individual needs when issuing praise or sanctions for 

behaviours and when considering the impact of the new behavioural expectations.    

Staff will make their best endeavours to ensure that children with additional needs 

are supported in understanding and accepting the changes to their school setting 

and the new expectations.  Reasonable adjustments might include, but not limited 

to; additional support for the arrival and exit to school, additional support to adhere 

to break and lunch time expectations, reteaching of behavioural expectations, 

individual behaviour plans. 

 


