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Re: Reopening plans for week beginning 7th September 2020 

 

1st September 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

A very warm welcome back to school to you all.  We are writing to confirm the plans in 

place for our full return for all children to school on Monday September 7th   (with the 

exception of our new Reception class, who are having a phased return as per their 

information packs) 

We know you will have been watching the national and local news updates about the 

return to school and we are sure you will have lots of questions about the arrangements. 

There are few changes from the information that Mrs Savage sent to you before the end 

of the summer term, however, we have duplicated some of this information for 

completeness.  

A comprehensive school re-opening plan, including a robust risk assessment, has been 

completed and shared with our Chair of Governors and the BDAT central team for 

approval. Central to both our risk assessment and our re-opening plans are the principles 

below, which Carol Dewhirst, CEO of BDAT, shared with you in her last letter. 

1. You must ensure that if anyone in your household has any COVID-19 symptoms 

(however mild), your child does not attend school. Any child or staff member who 

develops symptoms in the school day will be sent home immediately. You must 

follow the Government guidance ‘stay at home: guidance for households with 

possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-19) infection’ If anyone in your household 

is displaying any symptoms of COVID-19, or has tested positive, you MUST inform 

your school.  

 

2. Your child will be expected to follow strict behaviour rules relating to physical 

contact with other pupils and keeping their hands clean. This is to protect your 

child, their peers and the staff in the school. Pupils will be expected to wash their 

hands regularly, and use hand sanitiser. This will be provided by school, although 

you are of course welcome to send your child to school with their own hygiene 

equipment if you prefer. 

 

3. Pupils and staff will not be wearing face coverings in school. The Government 

advice is quite clear that this is not necessary. If a face covering is used on public 

transport to get to school, it should be removed on arrival. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


 

 

4. If your child has Special Educational Needs and/or Disabilities (SEND) your child’s 

school will contact you to explain what provision will look like from September.  

 

5. The Government has advised walking or cycling to school wherever possible to 

reduce the use of public transport.  

 

6. The government has relaxed the rules on attendance during lockdown. However, 

this will change in September and attendance will become mandatory again. The 

Government guidance says: 

 

‘Missing out on more time in the classroom risks pupils falling further behind. Those 

with higher overall absence tend to achieve less well in both primary and 

secondary school. School attendance will therefore be mandatory again from the 

beginning of the autumn term. This means from that point, the usual rules on school 

attendance will apply, including: 

• parents’ duty to secure that their child attends regularly at school where the 

child is a registered pupil at school, and they are of compulsory school age; 

• schools’ responsibilities to record attendance and follow up absence; 

• the availability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with 

local authorities’ codes of conduct.’ 

 

7. If your child falls into an extremely clinically vulnerable category or remains under 

the care of a specialist health care professional, you should discuss their care 

before returning to school in September and talk to your school about the situation. 

Where children are not able to attend school as parents are following clinical 

and/or public health advice, they will not be penalised.  

 

8. School kitchens will re-open in September, and lunches will be available again. 

Pupils eligible for free school meals will return to having their lunch at school and will 

no longer receive lunch vouchers. This is in line with the Government scheme and 

what is being provided nationally for all students.  

 

9. Pupils will be expected to wear full school uniform again from September. The 

guidance states that this does not need washing more frequently or any differently 

to what you would have done prior to Covid 19. 

 

10. The curriculum that we offer our pupils will remain broad and balanced, and will 

continue to include music, arts and sport - as usual.  We look forward to getting 

back to near normal in September. 

 

Breakfast club and afterschool clubs will both be operating. A separate risk assessment has 

been made for these clubs to ensure we mitigate any risk.  

 

At East Morton, there will be both staggered starts and staggered collections at the end of 

the school day. We have planned this to be as simple and as workable as we can. This is 

to support all parents and children, but especially those who will need to make their way 

to work after dropping off their child. Below, you will find details relating to your child’s 

class. 

 



 

 

Class Entry to 

school 

time 

Gate Entrance Collection 

time 

Gate Exit 

Reception 8.50am – 

9.00am 

Main 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

3.10pm – 

3.20pm 

Main 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

Year 1 8.40am – 

8.50am 

Main 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

3.00pm – 

3.10pm 

Main 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

Year 2 8.50am – 

9.00am 

Main 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

3.10pm – 

3.20pm 

Main 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

Year 3 8.40am – 

8.50am 

Main 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

3.00pm – 

3.10pm 

Main 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

Year 4 8.50am – 

9.00am 

Main 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

3.10pm – 

3.20pm 

Main 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

Year 5 8.50am – 

9.00am 

Bungalow 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

3.10pm – 

3.20pm 

Bungalow 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

Year 6 8.40am – 

8.50am 

Bungalow 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

3.00pm – 

3.10pm 

Bungalow 

Gate 

Classroom 

Door 

 

You will notice that children are entering and leaving the school in two ‘back to back’ 

ten-minute time slots and we hope that by working in this way, we will be able to support 

those families who have more than one child in school.  

The school site will clearly still be busy at the beginning and the end of the day, but we 

would like to ask you to work with us to manage social distancing on site, so that we do 

not have to extend the length of the staggered timings. 

School lunches will continue to be available, with children in Reception and Year 1 eating 

in the hall and children in Years 2 – 6 eating in their classrooms. The menus have been 

slightly adapted and these will be shared with you soon. 

There are further details in the four parent information documents which are also 

attached. 

Kind regards, 

 

 

Mrs A Proctor   Mr M Isaac   

Headteacher  Chair of Governors 

 


