
Parent Information: 

Curriculum Autumn 2020 

Whilst we are confident that many children will quickly ‘bounce back’ after the 

lockdown we are aware that there will be some children returning who have 

experienced bereavements amongst friends or family or who have experienced 

anxiety or stress during this time.   It is important that we are aware of any significant 

changes in your child’s life that could affect them when they return to school so 

please let us know if you think this might be the case to enable us to support them 

effectively.  

 In September we will begin our PSHE curriculum and we have now reconfigured this 

for autumn 2020 so that work in all year groups centres on health and wellbeing.    

Recovery Curriculum 

At East Morton Primary, we do not feel that it is helpful to focus on what has been 

‘lost’ during the shutdown.  A young person’s school career is typically 468 weeks 

long and most children have been out of school for 14 weeks, which represents 

below 3% of their total school career.  Moreover, during that time many of our 

children have been working hard and producing good work. They have benefited 

from time spent with their families, exploring and experiencing different opportunities 

to grow, learn and achieve in different contexts.  We will spend some time during 

the initial transition phase into their new classes sharing experiences and focusing on 

the positive aspects of being at home during lockdown. 

Assessment  

Our staff will remain calm and measured in September knowing that whatever the 

situation, we have the staff with the best knowledge and experience of how to 

teach, support and help our children in ‘closing the gap’ where required.  We will 

not make our children worry unnecessarily or make them think that things are worse 

than they are and where issues present themselves, our language will reflect a 

positive mind set. 

Our teachers will make curriculum adaptations establishing ‘what has to be learned’ 

rather than sticking rigidly to our usual long term plans.  Class teachers will use their 

own expertise to establish starting points for each class in the autumn term and will 

likely have to take ‘a step back’ in order to help children then move forward with 

confidence but each child and class will be different.  In schools, this way of 

assessing what should be taught next is known as ‘formative assessment’, that is the 

judgements teachers make on a day-to-day basis during class work which allow 

them to assess attainment and progress.  To strengthen routines, relationships and 

resilience it is important that, in a measured supportive way, teachers and children 

get back to established ways of working rather than spending too long on a formal 

testing regime, especially when children’s confidence will be low.    

 

 



Broad and Balanced curriculum    

Although there are some restrictions in place (e.g. singing in large groups) we fully 

intend to continue with our normal ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects 

from the start of the autumn term.  We will make use of existing flexibilities to begin at 

appropriate starting points for all our children.  

Pupils with additional needs  

We are aware that for some children with additional needs, returning to school after 

lockdown may cause additional anxiety or stress.  Children with additional needs will 

be supported to ensure a smooth transition when returning to school.  Staff will 

continue to be responsive to the needs of individual pupils and additional support 

will be provided where necessary.  

Extracurricular activities 

There will be no outside providers for activity clubs in the autumn term other than 

those run by the music service. (Separate information will be sent about this) 

Any clubs run ‘in house’ by school staff, will be restricted to children from a class 

group only to avoid mixing of bubbles. 


