
 

Dear Parents,  

I hope that you and your child have had a lovely break and are looking forward to getting back to 

school.  

In English we are going to look at an exciting new text ‘The Man Who 

Walked Between the Towers’ by Mordicai Gerstein. This thrilling text recounts 

the death-defying tightrope walk between America’s Twin Towers by French 

Street performer Philippe Petit back in 1794.  We will then go on to write 

bystander accounts based around the story. The main protagonist of the 

book Philippe Petit, hails from France and his early feats included a walk 

between the towers of the great Notre Dame Cathedral, so we will be able 

to include some learning about this incredible building, especially in light of 

the catastrophe there last year. We will be continuing to work on building 

independence in the planning, writing and editing cycle.  

Our Maths work will focus around fractions in our Fabulous Fractions unit. We will be looking at 

equivalent fractions; adding and subtracting fractions (with different denominators); comparing 

and ordering fractions, as well as other more complex reasoning and problem solving work in this 

area. When this unit is complete, we will be working on place value; particularly focusing on 

decimals and percentages.  

Our Science work this half term will firstly be focused on finishing 

our Earth, Sun and Moon topic. Once this is complete, we will 

turn our attention to ‘Why can’t you have a kettle made from 

chocolate?’ We will compare and group together everyday 

materials on the basis of their properties, including their hardness, 

solubility, transparency, conductivity (electrical and thermal), 

and response to magnets. We will also demonstrate that 

dissolving, mixing and changes of state are reversible changes. 

In Learning Challenge we will continue to think about ‘Which is 

the deadliest mountain, Mount Everest or Ben Nevis? We will look 

at similarities and differences between volcanoes and mountains 

before moving into a small DT unit focused around designing, 

making and evaluating an effective snack bar for someone 

climbing a mountain.  

Our RE topic for this half term will be continuing to think about 

‘Creation & Science, conflicting or complimenting?’ Following 

the Understanding Christianity unit, the children will make clear 

connections between Genesis 1 and Christian belief about God 

as Creator. They will show understanding of why many Christians 

find science and faith go together. Through this they will identify 

key ideas arising from their study of Genesis 1 and comment on 

how far these are helpful or inspiring, justifying their responses. 

Continued overleaf... 



A few notes: 

Spelling assessment takes place on a Monday 

Maths and English homework is due on Monday, as usual. Please may I ask for your support and 

encouragement in ensuring this work is completed, so that your child is able to have their work 

marked and receive support in follow up work where needed. 

Swimming Lessons have now started at Shipley Pool on a Monday 

morning and will continue on a weekly basis for the remainder of 

the year. Children will need to bring their swimming costume and 

towel in a small bag on swimming days. This is a pleasant and 

enjoyable experience, which ensures that children have at least a 

basic awareness of water safety, as well as opportunities to 

develop their swimming skills regardless of their starting point. 

Please let me know if there are any concerns or issues, so that we 

can resolve them quickly.  

Finally, as you may know, Miss Shorten has now finished her placement with us as part of her 

teacher training. Miss Mullen will be joining us in Year 5 for the remainder of the year to complete 

her teacher training. Over the course of the rest of this year, the children will be taught by one or 

both of us. This is a tried and tested model for teacher training. We are looking forward to a fun and 

productive rest of the year with Miss Mullen.  

I would like to say a very big thank you to all of Year 5 for all of their hard work so far. Their 

behaviour, and enthusiasm for learning has been excellent so far – long may it continue! We have 

had a first half of the year to be proud of, now let’s move onto the next half! 

If you have any problems or concerns, please do not hesitate to let us know.  

Thanks  

Miss Drake and Miss Mullen  


