
 

Dear Parents & Carers 

I hope you have all had a lovely half term break. I am pleased to welcome Year 4 back to school 

this half term and would also like to welcome Mrs Blake, who joined us during last half term.  

So far in our Learning Challenge ‘What’s wrong with Rang-Tan?’ the 

children have been learning all about the rainforests of the world, focusing 

in particular on Borneo. After developing an understanding of where and 

what rainforests are, the children moved on to looking at why they are 

under threat even when they are so important to the Earth.  

In Science we will be continuing our new topic which will be ‘Which 

wild animals and plants thrive in our locality?’. We will look at 

habitats and how animals and plants live and have adapted to our 

environment. We will learn about how we could group living things 

and the characteristics that define something as ‘living’. We will be 

moving on to create our own classification key over the next few 

weeks.  

In English this term we will be reading ‘The Great Kapok Tree’ by Lynne 

Cherry. This beautiful picture book will form the stimulus for our non-fiction 

explanation writing which links with our Learning Challenge work. We will be 

continuing to develop our use of higher-level conjunctions and sentence 

structures. We will also be focusing on using and identifying adverbial 

sentence openers. We will be looking to sharpen up our apostrophe use also, 

looking at contraction and possession, including plural possession. Spellings 

will continue on a weekly basis, supported by the use of the Spelling Shed.  

In Maths, we will be looking at decimal numbers, focusing initially on what tenths and hundredths 

are and the different ways in which these can be represented. We will then link this to dividing by 10 

and 100 and converting units of measure (metric, cm to m for example). 

Times tables remain a key focus for us, as we are working towards knowing 

all tables facts (and related division facts) to 12x by the end the year. We 

will continue to use Times Tables Rockstars to help support us with this.  

In RE this half term we will be answering the question ‘What is the deeper meaning of 

festivals?’ where we will look at what religious festivals involve, their key messages and 

finally we will debate their significance in Britain today. I am very much looking 

forward to hearing the children’s thoughts on whether the commercial aspect of 

(Christian) festivals such as Christmas and Easter have impacted on people’s 

understanding and appreciation of the festival itself.  

Our homework days for this half term will be:   

 Spellings - Tuesday 

 Learn By Hearts/Times Tables Assessment - Wednesday 

 Maths – Wednesday 

I will continue to check diaries on Fridays so that I can reward regular readers! 

Continued overleaf... 



Miss Mullen will continue to support the class on a regular basis, but will be undertaking some 

teaching in other year groups also.  

As always, if you have any questions or concerns please feel free to catch me for a quick chat in 

the morning; write a note in your child’s diary or speak with me after school.  

Kind regards, 

Mrs Dewhirst  

 


